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AIR CHOICE ONE AIRLINES CELEBRATES SUCCESSFUL NEW 

SERVICE AT O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  
 Airline re-established connections from Burlington, Iowa and Decatur, Illinois 

 
Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) Commissioner Rosemarie S. Andolino 
and Air Choice One CEO, Shane Storz celebrated the successful one year 
anniversary of Air Choice One’s new service at O’Hare International Airport today. 
The airline provides regional service from Chicago O’Hare to Burlington, Iowa 
and Decatur, Illinois.  
  
“This service further demonstrates that Chicago is a high demand market for air 
travel,” said Aviation Commissioner Andolino. “Air Choice One’s success proves 
that providing service to small communities is an important and valuable 
component of the service a major airport provides.” 
 
Air Choice One provides the quickest, most convenient way to travel to the cities 
of Burlington and Decatur at an affordable price while offering an executive class 
experience for travelers. The airline has an outstanding record for on-time 
performance and reliability.  
 
 “We are thrilled to have the opportunity to offer the cities of Decatur and 
Burlington a connection to a major hub. We are now bringing passengers back to 
O’Hare that were previously using other airline hubs throughout the Midwest. We 
are grateful for the assistance that the Chicago Department of Aviation has 
provided. Restoring this service to the communities of Burlington and Decatur is 
not only good for those communities but also good for the City of Chicago,” said 
Shane Storz, Air Choice One CEO. 
 
Air Choice One has the distinction of being the only commercial carrier at O’Hare 
using the Cessna Grand Caravan, a top of the line turbo power plane and one of 
the safest aircrafts flying today. 
 
Air Choice One operates under the federal government’s Essential Air Service 
program (EAS). The program is administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation as part of the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978, to assist small 
communities in maintaining their link to the national air transportation network.  
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The CDA is committed to working with regional airports and carriers to maintain 
and extend services that connect smaller communities to the Chicago 
metropolitan region. 
 
“We believe all air service to and from Chicago is valuable and important to our 
City – whether it’s an international destination or a nearby community within the 
Midwest region,” said Commissioner Andolino. 
 
Chicago’s airports are critical to the economy of the State and region and 
Chicago is thriving at the center of the nation’s aviation system. Currently, 
O’Hare offers nonstop service to 198 cities worldwide, with 52 passenger carriers 
operating out of 189 gates. Passenger volume, revenue and cargo tonnage at 
O’Hare all increased last year over 2009 levels. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) is self-supporting, using no local or state tax dollars 
for operations or capital improvements at O’Hare and Midway International airports. Together, 
Chicago’s airports generate more than $45 billion in annual economic activity and create 540,000 
jobs for the region. Please visit www.flychicago.com to learn more about the Chicago Department 
of Aviation.  
 
The CDA continues to incorporate and expand sustainable initiatives for airport planning, 
operations and maintenance, and concessions and tenants in accordance with the CDA 
Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM) Version 2.0, released in November 2010. To view case 
studies, lessons learned and new technologies, and for more information on the SAM, please visit 
www.airportsgoinggreen.org. 
 
The O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP), introduced by Mayor Richard M. Daley in June 2001, 
transforms O’Hare’s airfield from an outdated system of intersecting runways into a modern 
parallel runway configuration. The program will reduce overall delays at the Airport by 79 percent, 
and bad weather delays by 95 percent. It will create 195,000 new jobs and $18 billion in 
additional economic activity each year. Please visit www.oharemodernization.org to learn more 
about the OMP. 
 

# # # # 
 
 
Editor’s note: Photos attached. High resolution images available upon request. 
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Photo 1 

 

Photo 1 caption: The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) and Air Choice One (ACO) 
celebrated the airline’s one-year anniversary of service with a ribbon cutting event at O’Hare 
International Airport, Terminal 3, Gate L10 on February 28, 2011. (pictured left to right: W. 
Murphy Ownby, ACO Chief Pilot; Darnea Storz-Wood, ACO COO;  Shane Storz, ACO CEO; 
Rosemarie S. Andolino, CDA Commissioner; and Joe Stachowski, ACO First Officer) 
 
Photo courtesy Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA)/kp 
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Photo 2 caption: Air Choice One operates a Cessna Grand Caravan aircraft with an executive 
class seating configuration, giving passengers a private-like aircraft experience. The plane 
accommodates eight passengers with luxurious leather seats that swivel and can be extended for 
additional leg room.  
 
 
Photo courtesy Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA)/kp 
 


